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LIFE SERVICES 
ALTERNATIVES
A recap of Spring at Life Services Alternatives

The sun is starting to come out, the weather is getting warmer, and the flowers

are blooming! This Spring, many of our residents have been carefully going out

on fun outings with their homes. It has been nice to get some fresh air outside

and take a walk in nature around the community. 

 

In early April, a few of LSA’s Ramita residents, Didi, Matthew, and Kevin, visited

Happy Hollow Park & Zoo in San Jose. Didi also went to Great America and

enjoyed going on rides, playing games, and winning prizes.

 

Our Hatikvah residents went to Monterey Bay Aquarium and the Roaring Camp

Railroads with their Home Administrator, Justin. 

 

Whether spending time outside or inside we all enjoy each other's company.

Our residents also find joy in cooking and eating a home-cooked meal with one

another. 
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LSA collaborated with the Magical Bridge

Foundation to revive this year’s in-person

Art of Inclusion. Instructed by a

professional art teacher, Elizabeth

Gomez, LSA residents, staff, and Magical

Bridge Kindness Ambassadors created a

tactile mural of ready-made materials

with various colors and shapes. The

mural represents the importance of

inclusion and accessibility to embrace

and empower individuals of all ages and

abilities. 

 

The mural was installed in the Kindness

Corner of the new Magical Bridge

playground at Fair Oaks park in

Sunnyvale. The park opening was

celebrated on April 30th. 

ART OF INCLUSION
2022

RESIDENT SPOTLIGHT:
KATHY
Meet Kathy, an LSA resident in our Milton
home that used to live at our Rivermark
Home 1, but unfortunately her medical
condition required her to move to a
skilled nursing home. She eventually
moved into our Milton home with some
medical conditions that were said to be
lifelong, but with the help of our amazing
staff we were able to support her medical
needs. Kathy is our strong warrior; she is
starting to use a stander that if tolerated
would help her walk again.

 She loves that she is back at LSA and in
her new home and we are so glad Kathy
is happy and doing so well at LSA.

HOME IS WHERE THE
HEART IS - CELEBRATING
20 YEARS OF IMPACT
On June 11, 2022, Life Services

Alternatives will hold its third annual

fundraising event at the Triton Museum

of Art in Santa Clara from 4 - 7 PM. This

year’s Home is Where the Heart is,

Celebrating 20 Years of Impact will

celebrate 20 years since LSA’s inception

and help raise funds for our 16th home.

 

We are excited to announce that a

generous donor will match all gifts and

sponsorships at this event, up to

$500,000! Mark your calendars and save

the date for this fun event that will

double the impact of your donation.

 

This is a hybrid event. To register for in-

person or virtual attendance, visit

bit.ly/2022lsaheart4homeseb. 

If you aren’t able to join us, please

consider making a donation towards the

event by visiting

https://www.lsahomes.org/donate/

Thank you so much to our sponsors: The

Goodwin Family, Star One Credit Union,

Ranga and Madhu Ranganathan, Steven

and Kelly Minchen, Kim Richman Team,

The Barbara and Paul Gentzkow Family,

Pamela Von Wiegand and Robert

Holmgren, Heritage Bank of Commerce,

Val and Carolyn Dixon Minerals Trust, and

Regency Services INC. 

http://bit.ly/2022lsaheart4homeseb


My wife, Devonne, and I have three adult

children. Our oldest daughter, Jenni, has a

developmental disability, and she is also

challenged with OCD and a seizure

disorder. Jenni has lived with us since her

birth almost 40 years ago, and she has

provided us with some of the most

challenging and exhilarating experiences

of our lives.

About six years ago, Devonne and I

decided to explore where Jenni will live

when we are no longer able to care for her

in our own home. We had our first

experience with LSA when my wife and I

attended the open house of the Cambrian

home in 2015 where we met Dana Hooper

and Susan LeRitz. We were instantly

impressed with their dedication to

providing the very best homes to adults

with developmental disabilities.

In September 2016, I was invited to join

LSA’s Board of Directors, a most dedicated

board of diverse and professional leaders

within the community. These individuals

have a common goal of providing not just

housing, but homes, to adults with

developmental disabilities where they can

thrive and achieve their greatest potential.

After joining, I quickly recognized LSA’s

commitment to providing residents and

program participants with the best

possible care. Since LSA’s inception in

2002, the organization has grown to 15

 homes in Santa Clara County and we are
currently in the process of seeking our
16th home. Although the COVID-19
pandemic has created many challenges
for LSA within the last two years, the
hard work of our excellent staff has
empowered us to weather the storm and
we expect to emerge stronger than ever.
As LSA looks toward the next 20 years,
we embrace the challenges and growth to
come. 

My thanks go out to LSA’s fantastic staff,
our tireless board, our generous donors
and collaborators, and our courageous
Executive Director who have enabled us
to keep this dream alive. Thank you for
being our partners in this worthy
endeavor.

Back by popular demand, I/DD Topics &
Trends is back this summer! Throughout
the months of July and August, join us as
we hear from five professionals within
the I/DD space. See below for this year’s
speaker line up and stay tuned for
webinar dates and details!
 
Kalisha Webster - Senior Housing
Advocate of Housing Choices
Jill Escher - President of National Council
on Severe Autism & Past President of SF
Autism Society
Chip Huggins - President and CEO of
Hope Services
Scott Mendel - Board Chairman of
Together for Choice
Lawrence Fung - Director of the Stanford
Neurodiversity Project

LETTER FROM LSA’S
BOARD PRESIDENT -
JOHN PENCER

I/DD TOPICS & TRENDS
2022

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT
Ermylaine Oribello joined the LSA family
in November of 2008 as a Certified
Nursing Assistant (CNA). During her time
with LSA, she has held various positions
and is currently an Administrative CNA to
Sharmean Heffernan, Program Director.
Ermylaine is a true team player, she
shows up to work each day with a can-do
attitude. She is always quick to volunteer
to help her fellow staff, or the
Administrative Office, as she has
determination to help improve processes
and systems within LSA. Ermylaine has
gone above and beyond to grow her skills,
and is a tremendous support to all of the
LSA homes, their staff, and the individuals
we serve. We thank you Ermylaine, you
truly represent the core values of our
organization! 

LSA is hiring and looking for great people!
We are looking for per-diem, part-time,
or full-time Direct Support Professionals
(DSP), Certified Nurse’s Assistants (CNA),
Licensed Vocational Nurses (LVN) and
Registered Nurses (RN) to work with a
team to support up to 5 adults living in
their home. Morning and NOC shifts are
available. LSA also has a new sign-on and
referral bonus up to $1,000. 

If you are interested in finding out more,
check out our website at
https://www.lsahomes.org/apply/ to
submit an employment application or
contact Susan @ (408) 771-6194 or
Sharmean @ (408) 769-1685.

NOW HIRING!



Special Thanks to Our Donors

Mike & Liz Phillips
Noelle Mary Tardieu
Pamela Von Wiegand
Paul & Barbara Gentzkow
Robert & Renee Marshalla
Rodolfo Salaya
Ross & Susan Condit 
Sally & Brian Mickel
Sara Kole
Srinath Kashyap 
Star One Credit Union
Tejasvi Devaru
Todd & Holly Mickel
Tracy & David Hovda

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
OVER THE PAST 90 DAYS:

260 W Hamilton Ave
Campbell, CA 95008
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AAmy & Mark Milani
Anita Lusebrink
Ara Aravamudhan
Bryan Neider
Diane Fairley
Fran Goodwin
Greg Dalzell
Heritage Bank of Commerce
Hood & Strong LLP
Hope Services
Jason Ang
Joop Verbaken & Stans
Kleijnen
Kay & David Griffy
Kimberly Richman
Luis Alvarez
Matthew Norris
Media News Group/Wishbook

DONOR APPRECIATION EVENT

NURSE APPRECIATION WEEK 2022

Thank you to our donors, volunteers, and community
partners that attended our Donor Appreciation Event on
May 14th. We appreciate all of your support!

This May, we celebrated Nurse Appreciation Week! To all of
our nurses at LSA, thank you for all you do. It truly takes a
village to provide the best support to our residents, and we
appreciate your selfless service that you put forward every
single day. You are LSA’s real heroes!


